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It was ®a gspteaber E8. 1939 that opsn military resistance to the 
Nazis by tha l»oUah Array ceased with the fall of Modlin fortress. A hopelessly 
anpreparefl, wretehedly p®o|. Poland . diamaited, led by fascists and anti- 
Semites, hawing foui^t with reckless brawdry, finally smceombed to the 
OTerwhslming strength of the panzers. 


Prondly the Nazi high ccramand announeed the 500,000 Polish prisoners 


it had taken 


been pat to work in Serman industry or were harvesting the 


Polish sugar-beet crop. 

Poland is lost”, most people thought, and Poland was given up as 
lost to the Nazis until the Nazis wore finally whipped, 

Sven the Nazis thought Poland was lost and that the Poles had given 


up. But not fbr long. Hardly had they buried their first dead - f<r this 
was the first military opposition to the Nazis - when the Hitlerites were 


astounded and oonfhsed by what the "lost" Poles had done. 

On November 7, 1939, Poland was blanketed with a statement inspir- 
ingly labelled "Manifesto of Freedom", This statement said it had been drawn 
up by representatives of various labor organizations which had gone under- 
ground, After explaining how the corruption and weakness of the former govern- 
ment hat hastened the collapse of Poland, the manifesto reported to the people 
what progressive forces had done since the defeat and announeed the struggle 
was going to continue for the achieving of 10 objectivea, 

Ihesa ineluded]ll)fhll political freedcm and independence ;^limination 


of all possibility that privileged groups might seize power over «ie masses, 
the workers, psasants and intellectuals political democracy. . .a woikers* 



■> g <» 


amd paasft&ts* gdW 3 gBffl»Et eajoyiag "felie caafldaae# of the peoflo wa4 poproooal5*“ 
lag tiio latoaoata ®f all workiapioa” j^afeolitioa of largo laadai oatatoa W 
mammm ©f © %l 3 t©r 0 Tigk. . .agrarian rofoirm. . .and the abolition of monopoMatie 
organizations saeb. as oartols* sjradieatosj ete. . . .anAi^rotoction. of small 


basinosssaa." I a deaoerati© military foreO* *tdiieb will preelude aM easts 


system" ;7 ” fall political, economic and ealtural etaality. 8aoo ,,ioe trlao.g 
and aati»SsBltism imist be eliminated from public liite in PolaniT^ "universal 
free sdueatim" i^freedom of seionee and raligioni^ social protection of all 
people a foreign policy" based on mutual understanding and full ©©opera- 
tion vitb all froe peoplss. . .particularly vitb the nations with ^ieh 
Poland has to live in good neighborly relations." 

The manifest© ecneluded, "The struggle for such a Poland is a 
struggle for freedom^: justice, and peace. The fight for such a Poland is 
a straggle for Socialism and in this straggle the masses of Poland. . .are 
not isolatod. . .We fight under the noble slogan, "For your freedom and ours." 

later this slogan, the age-old slo^n of the Poles in their unsue- 
oessfal fight for freedom, tho anti-fascist masses organized. This manifest© 
was a bsginning. Jews in particular, with their freedom from persecution 
i««a emplete equality promised, flocked into the Inderground. 

From this beginning the Underground has grown larger, broader and 
deeper. Today it ine lades not only labor unions, but peasants* organizations 
and grompa representing all segments of Polish life. 

Today, in fact, the Underground is an army, partially mobilized 
and fighting the Hazis. Full mobilization awaits the ceming of help in the 
form of a western front, which will force the Nazis to decrease the size of 
the aray of ©ecupation. Meanwhile, the Underground is employing every weapon 
in its relentless straggle against the Nazis. It is safe to say they havo 
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8Qst tbft H&zia M 0 S 9 SM& materials the& the esaiaeet of fraaBe ^dL the lev 
eoaatriee* 

Win this amazing feat was aehisTed by a people who in 1939 were 
about the most illiterate and poorest in Surepe, in "Sie faee of unbelieTahle 
barbarities inflieted upon them by the Sazis, is one of the most inspiring 
stories of this world-wide war against international fasoin. 

Cora'Dlete documentation and nameB will have to wait for the dteiy of 
Tlotory, but a brief stumaary can be given without revealing anything to the 
Bhzis* They know this story! 

Prior to September 1939 Poland, like m&w other European countries, 
had a semi-fascist government. It’s forei^ policy was based upon friendship 
with Hitler and hatred for the Soviet Union. Even when faced with a Hitler 
in^sion, the fascist rulers of Poland foiaght alone rather than accept the 
offered assistance ©f the Soviet Union. 

As ths Polish government became more and more fascist and meee and 
more repressive, rivalling even Hitler in its persecution of the Jews, in its 
opposition to unions end ’^asants organizations, the masses cf Poland began 
to organize real stem ee. In 1937 the goveroBisnt issued an edict demanding the 
suspension ©f a series of papers published ^d distributed by the teachers* 
union, fhe teachers refused to comply and struck against the goverament. 

When the trade unions announced their support of the teachers, the government 
retreated. Similarly, the comparatively strong peasants* union engaged in 
suceessful strikes of a political nature, forcing the release of political 
prisoners from concentration camps. 

When the war began there were aboWt a million Poles who were members 
of trade unions. They were to form th# nucleus of the Underground, 


Tk» w®mM Mvs come #t«b if Sltl«r tear tk« Pol«« 

i»oml4 not HaTO tol«rat#4 Vmir gOTejfaaeat aifl its sf faselm mnefe. Imgs*. 

It ms aetsally in t&e ^mmmn of feoiag on^ateed by tbo workars* and poas*mts» 
i^nps, to bo oafloyod against lolisb roastloaarios whan Hitler struck. 

litk military defeat a great unity emao to tko Foies. Ommm 
•xporionees bound the® tofotber. Mom wbo bad faugbt side by side in tbo army, 
or bad hidden from tbo Stakas in the same cellar, kept in toueb with each 

other. 

In tbBir long struggle for freedom the Foies loarnod that their fate 
is tied up with the fate of froed®-10Ting «eid imccratie leoplo throughout 
the world. Proudly, agents of the Underground in the United States point out, 
the Polish people hawe been represented in ewery major struggle for freedom 
beginning with the American ReTOlutlon. In these years the Poles have learned 
that they wont be free unless their nei^bors are, that Polish freedom demands 
freedm for the Czechs, French, Hormgians and other luropeans. this uMer- 
otanding b«« added to the unity of the Poles t^aselwes. 

This unity was clearly shown following the establishment of the 
^ett© in Warsaw. Immediately the labor nnits of the Underground publisiied 

a proclcBiatiOB., "Do Imdu Praoujaoeg© Warszawy" { 

) demouseiag anti*.Se®iti8a. They deelarod the establish- 

a»nt of thm ghe tto was aimed not only at the Jews but at all Polish woifcors. 

Its purpose, they said, was to disunite the various nationalities. 

"There aire no grades, better or worse, in slavery," they saM. 

"There are no privileged sla-ros among those who are oppressed by the brutal 
invader. There are only those who continue to fight and those ifoo have yielded. 



fhis fiomoastratisa ©f ©©liiarity vas graetet fey tfee Jews ia tfee 
fafellcatioa "Voiee of Youtfe”, publisfeBii fey Jewisfe ^utfe iasMe tfee ^ette. 

The ©oyer of tfeis joaraal carried a cartoon sfeowing feaads shaking th»oa^ a 
broken ghetto wall, symbolizing -Sie unity of tfe® Jews and non-Jews. The 
legend read, "All men are brothers - yellow, brown, black, white, folk 
races and climates are calculated fables. Long liw the international 
brotherhoodJ" (approximate) 

Sontiles responded by tearing down part of the ghetto wall, frem 
the outsidB. This daring act went mnpuniahed, for the Hazls never eau#t 
the men who did it. 

Nothing shows the unity and success of the Underground quite as 
well as the following incident, which eceured en february 4, 1941. 

Under the very nose of tfee Gestapo, representatives of S,000 
organizations in the Underground actually held a meeting in occupied Poland, 
a meeti33g that could be called a Congress. Here, without detection, these 
representatives drew up a second program and incorporated it in a docmait 
entitled, "Ifanifesto to the People of the World," 

After reviewing the military defeat this manifesto again condemns 
persecution of the Jews and the ghetto. It appeals to all the free people 
for help and concludes i 

"Look at the bloody face of the *new order* which d victorious 
totalitarianism holds in prtoise. Look at our country, which is being trans- 
formed into a vast graveyard. This is the fate which awaits the coaquored. 
The brutal sstthods of wholesale extermination, the systeisatic moral and 
physical tortures which arc inflietod today by the invaders upon millions of 
people outdo the darkest pages of human history. 



"The war of toiay, the war against tha iastigatcrs of war, is 
atoTB all a dofsase of tkm wary feuadatioa of eivilization, a dsfease ©f 
th© aost oiomaBtary hwaaa rights. la tkis emfliet, ao oa© caa remind 
aoutral. Wo call apoa the worldag peep!© of the w^ld to aaite with us ia 
th© struggle against the now tyraaay. Let the ®eatuiy-eM sle^ of felieh 
liberatloa — For Your Freedoa aad 0urs2 * lead us today ia our fight for 
Fr©©d(sa, Equality and ladepeMeae©!* 

Had theio boon a single traitcr atacmg any of the delegates, cr in 
any of the or^izatioas represented, ^e Gestapo would have wiped thaia all 
out in a Slagle bloody stroke. 

That there were no traitors and the raeeting went unmolested is a 
tributs to all Poles and elotuont testimony to their integrity and eourage* 

But part of the credit is due the Nazis, for they have welded the 
people into this strong, responsibls movement. It is the only possible answer 
of a valorous people to ^e barbarities and unspealoible tortures of the Nazis. 
And the only answer the Nazis have is mere torture, more and greater barbarities. 

Nazi rule in PolanI is nothing less than a systematic oampaign to 
emdicate the Poles. At the rate they are going it will take them only 10 
years to eliminate these "baser" people. ^ September 1941 over 2,000,000 
Poles had been "deported" t® Geimandy, to become slaves in Nazi industries* 

Othsr PolSB wars sent to other Nazi^eeupied countries, to replace Germans 
sent to live in Poland. Boeumsnts in the possession of the reAigs govern- 
ment in London show over 500,000 guiltless souls murdered or incarcerated 
by formal action of Nazi authority. Nobody knows how many were slaughtered 
or sent to eeueentration eaiiq>8 without 1he flimsy sanction of Nazi "law," 
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where the 


Hazl eeMlera^ trained iat© deigeaeraeyy have a free hand ezeept 
^^Je eaa etep them* Swarsiiag ever Hie eoaatzy like haagry rata 


they take what they waat. Wherever there ie a little feed, they eat it. 


Where they fiad a Jew ^ey torture him. Oae of the moat iuspirlag photo- 
grapha smuggled ©at of Folaad hy the WMergrouad ehowa a bearded Jew ataadiag 
fipm, with his ehia up, his shoulders back aad his eyes shiaiag defihStJy 


while a group of laughiag, uai formed Herreafolk, the Hasi supeimea, pull his 
beard out, hair by hair. 


la oae of the proyiaees, 630 of iho 650 Catholic priests have 
"disappeared.* 


Women a^ the parti eular lust of the Nazis. In village aftep village 
they rounded up the women aad led thm off into the woods for what the I’olish 
Review calls "the unspeakable fate." Mving indulged their bestial lusts they 
usually shot their netime on the spot. 

In Warsaw there wore eases Where Nazi offieers, after an evening of 
linking in one of the larger and more popilar restaurants, eleared | floor 

and simultaneroiBly raped every waitress. Those officers for whom there Were ; 
no woBien applauded their eolleagaes, X 

hlso in Warsaw the Nazis have erected a monument to their cuituroi' 
They have taken over a Felish literary shrine, the former home of Adam ■ ’ / ^ \ 
Sienkiewiez, the faireus Polish writer, author of ftao Yadla. on Trebaekm \ 
Street and converted it into a swanky houso of prostitution for the axcltjJi-i! X 
ive use of high army officers. The slaves of Nazi lusts, of course, wdre v \ 

/'U 

hand-picked from the flower of Polish wcmmnhood. After a short service $n /i ! 

' i ' i 

this establishment they are flipped to the front, where they serve the ' 1 !' 

soldiery. In the Nazi Array prostitution is a high-e^imand' trust. When thdao i 
poor tOH»n become pregnant they are sent to Seimany to bear cheir children, f 

who mdst b|B delivered^ to the State, 
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Th±a is tls versa tkat life can koMt daatk is a velcen® relief* 
*Pke plight of tloao mea iftioai tk« Haale do aot kill, boeaase they 
mast have kaads for the fields and faetorios, is Rightly kettor. fko tk»o>- 
roticlaas kaTO filiip.r©s oat Ifeat they oaa be softened tip and made into drankards 
and gamblers. Hence vodka is pleatifal and readily available in l^laM. 

<Sbis Hazi tnek kas failed. Tke HMorgromnd discovered i^t tk# 

Nazis wore ap to and lameket a eai^aiga against it in tke Hadergronnd pvess* 
•n» press of tke trndergronnd is, next to tko Wadorgromd itself, perhaps tke 

most ai^zing thing in foland today . 

¥kero are over 100 re^ilarly appearing publications, eaek the orgMi 
of a group or dedicated to a special purpose. Several are issued by Jewish 
groups. Most are put out by trade unions. Certain of tke papers specialize 
in identifying Sostapo agents or ’•eollakorationlsts", wko are nmaed, described, 
and sometimes even pkotograpked. Usually naEWs and addresses, ine hiding these 
of relatives and friends ef tke traitors, are given, So^ of tke paporO tell 
kev best te slew dom production, how to resist the Nazis without incurfiing 

retribution, md kow to sabotage mackinery. 

§enerally these papers dokunk md warn people against Nazi prei^^ndh 

and carry tke tratkful nows ef tke battlefronts. fkey have done a tremoadeas . 
job of edueating the Pples, carefully explaining everything, discussing. tke 
issues and skewing Wtet must bo done. Without this press, the largest in 
Nazi •held eountriss, the Underground would net be as strong* 

Iks real sigsifieanee ef tke size aad sueeess of tke Underground 
proas is hard for dttizens of a free country to grasp, first ef all, the Nazis 
have strictly-enforced regulations controlling paper, and it is very hard to 



9 %%ala* <^"^1 p 1 eBBat^m aad ■feypa mast fe6 ©btaiasd «xl5ra!.erdlaaril.y dlffiealt 

eii>eas8taaees. But tl* auafeer ©f papers aai the circulalsiea per issme is 
eonstantiy iacreesing. 

Hash paper prints from S®0 to 15,000 ©spies p©r issue, it talsis tlM 
■•eerdSpijated effort of about 250 people to prepare, print and eirsulate ©!ip.el3i 
issue, ST«ry eopy reaebes about 20 people. Any place along tbe line a single 
spy eould tuiai up hxmdreds of^^ople who would be instantly ani uneeretaonionsly 
killed by the Nazis, To date only one or two papers have been detected by the 
Oestapo, atTfl only a few of the more than 20,000 distributers hawe been caught. 

It doesn’t sound so hard to us in the United States, but the organ* 
ization ©f the Underground and its agencies was a saperh^a^!an4| job, Afte# a 
iihi3e morale i^ached a very low ebb. It reached its lowest after the collapi^ j 
of FraMe, when the Oestapo came acaross information in French hands that |.ed , 
to the death of thousands of anti*fascist Poles, 

But with the Invasion of the Soviet Union morale soared to 3i^|W hoilhte 
and the major function of the Underground became sabotage, ospeeially aimed \ 
against Nazi c<MHuni cations. The wrecking of Nazi trains and motorcades, 

\ 

the burning of oil storage tanks sed related activitio# h®* been a real help 
to ths Hod Any, Industrial sabotage has seriously diminished Nazi producti®^, 

Ihen the worloBrs in a factory in Skarzysko refused to work on pro- j 
duet ion for the Nazi army tfe Uestapo took 300 of than to the edge of town, i, 

made then dig a large trench, lined them up^n its brink and mowed tfleffi down 
with maehine-gon fire. 

Immediately the Underground retaliated by wrecking two munitions 
trains and made off with 100 cases of ammunition beforir the soldiers hirivod, 
Eventually, the Nazis got it all back - second hand. 
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n»B. thlBg. that hath happanad la Palap*, tha aahiaT«ata at tt. 

rallah aatl-faaalat fra.., hat. h..a dapXl.ated oa a „a.ll.r .eal, la all th. 
®e®api(Mi ©oantxies. 

Workaps la a aaptnaga faataiy aaap Uap palaad 1,800,000 f~.f , 

»f «.a«altIoa bp "fargattlag" tha paataa. labaa aaaaaplpt. araatad aa altpaP* 
^.«rp Bra.a.1. ahaa thalrBaal gaaPd. flad ta ahaltapa oa haaPlag aa alr-pid 
»PM. Thia gioap aalaad haadpada of Haal pifloa aad aaahlB. guaa %Ith a>- 
Whitloa aad acopaa of gr«»d.a wMoh hata aiaa. aiplodad la Oapaaa c«ih,ai 

-ipplp colama. aad amo... othaP Balglaa laboP coa.oPlpta hlllad 112 s.»i. 
Wb®k th «7 destroyed an important Issen ams factory, 

la Fpoaoa SO par=«.t of th. pallpoada apa aot la «,Phla* ooadltlaa, ; 
la Oaaoho.lo'^kla, thipd lapgast apma prodaoap la lapoph, / 

«.botaga la wall 0Pg«.lt,d. Ita »a.t Iwpoptaat plaat, thb that Skoda wopW ' 

a» maaa, ha. baaa oloaad for day. at a tlwa fallowjig th. d,a«0tlag of It, 
POwaP otatioa. WoPhbP. la thia plaat hat. paiatad hag. tonolaa. aa th. w^, 
aad aadaP thia slogaa hata alowad dom ppodaotloa. lo ho. aftaati™ i 
thl, tPlok la. If „oa j th. oapaalty af aj 'I 

thia aaa plaat la oat 7,000,000 oaa-hoap. a year. : ' ' i 

I«.t yaap a dozaa photogra^aP, of |ja Hopwaglaa Oadargroand taok f 
«tlo. platap,. af taploa. aiUtaPy ohlaotit.,; aaah a. th. Paballt dafa,... | 
afShPtlk. ti, BUT Pataraad wia »< g|^f, ho.d», tlat latall., ta- 

Ih Tagaalatl. HltlaP 1. aaiag »op. tpoop. to fight tha Ohatalia 

tfeem Kapeleon need to take Meesow, 

ill OadepgPoaad. .p. la aloaa aaopaPatloa with ...h otbap, laoladlag 

tfea Sermn TTMergrouad, wMeh gires tkem strength. 
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AM. tkeao are only Bm@ of th© tkings tke UMefgroanda ant me 
peoplas of tke ©ecupiet eoaatriee kave tone, not only for tkemsolTOB, but for 
tbe people of all tbo United Natims. Like the Poles, they know what they 
are fitting for - freedom - theirs ant ours. 

Bally they run risks ant make aaerifiseB undreamed of in unoooupied 
countries. This is particularly true of the Jews, who run the greatest risks. 
Their contributions to our ecmsaon cause is great. They ask of us in return 

only that we help tbom. The only way wo can help them happens to be what we 
must do for ourselres. 

We must open a front In western Europe, as we hewe promised, 

Wtain we do that, watch the Underground come upj 



